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Why should a person  
be baptized? 

 
What some people may say: 
 

 Family tradition  
 

 Protection  
 

 Heaven 
 
 

What the Bible says: 
 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey eve-
rything I have commanded you.  Matthew 28.19, 20a 
 

Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in 
this way of life, marking them by baptism in the three-
fold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct 
them in the practice of all I have commanded you.  
Matthew 28.19, 20a (The Message Bible) 

 
 

The real reason is: Jesus told us to do it! 
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Another reason to be baptized: 
 

Jesus did it! 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be bap-
tized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
Jesus replied, Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do 
this to fulfill all righteousness. Then John consented.  
Matthew 3.13-15 
 
 

Implications. 
 
Baptism cannot save where faith is not present. 
 

Faith is evidenced by our actions. 
 

…Faith by itself, if it is accompanied by action, is dead.  
James 2.20 
 

…Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is out-
rageous nonsense?...Isn’t it obvious that faith and works 
are yoked partners…? James 2.20, 22 
(The Message Bible) 
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Why should I have my child 
baptized? 

 
The parent(s) exercise faith until such time as he 

or she can speak for him or herself (just as  
make other decisions on behalf of our child if 
it is to their good). 

 

Circumcision is our model. Baptism replaces it as 
a public identification with Christ: his life, 
ministry, death, and resurrection. 

 

Just as a child is born into family, a child is wel-
comed into a spiritual family 

 

It becomes a symbol for something that cannot be 
earned or purchased, but only received. 

 
 

 
 

See also p. 858  
in the Book of Common 

Prayer. 
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Baptism is a sacrament. 
 

Holy Baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us 
as his children ad makes us members of Christ’s Body, 
the Church, and inheritors of the kingdom of God.  
Book of Common Prayer, p. 858 
 

The sacraments are outward and visible signs of inward 
and spiritual grace, given by Christ as sure and certain 
means by which we receive that grace. BCP, p. 857 
 

Grace is God’s favor towards us, unearned and unde-
served; by grace God forgives our sins, enlightens our 
minds, stirs our hearts, and strengthens our wills. BCP, 
p 858 
 
In baptism, the outward and visible sign is  
WATER.  
 

In baptism, the invisible sign is the REDEMP-
TION from sin, the presence of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, and INCORPORATION into the 
household of faith. 
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Other Sacraments 
 

Holy Communion 
We need to be spiritually fed. 

 

Confirmation  
We need to make a public and adult commitment. 

 

Reconciliation 
We need to have our wounds (sin) bound  

and healed. 
 

Annointing of the Sick  
We need to have traces of our disease (sin)  

driven out. 
 

Ordination  
We need guidance and governance. 

 

Marriage 
We need a place to be nurtured and to reproduce. 
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The divine sense of humor 
and the sacramental life. 

 
A Divine Sense of Humor 
 
No one can ever understand the sacraments unless he has what 
might be called a "divine sense of humor." A person is said to have 
a sense of humor if he can "see through" things; one lacks a sense 
of humor if he cannot "see through" things. No one has ever 
laughed at a pun who did not see in the one word a twofold mean-
ing. To materialists this world is opaque like a curtain; nothing can 
be seen through it. A mountain is just a mountain, a sunset just a 
sunset; but to poets, artists, and saints, the world is transparent like 
a window pane--it tells of something beyond; for example, a moun-
tain tells of the Power of God, the sunset of His Beauty, and the 
snowflake of His Purity. 
 
When the Lord Incarnate walked this earth, He brought to it what 
might be called a "divine sense of humor." There is only one thing 
that He took seriously, and that was the soul. He said: "What ex-
change shall a man give for his soul?" Everything else was a tell-tale 
of something else. Sheep and goats, wine bottles and patches on 
clothing, camels and eyes of needles, the lightning flash and the 
red of the sunset sky, the fisherman's nets and Caesar's coin, chal-
ices and rich men's gates--all of these were turned into parables and 
made to tell the story of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Our Lord had a divine sense of humor, because He revealed that 
the universe was sacramental. A sacrament, in a very broad sense of 
the term, combines two elements: one visible, the other invisible -- 
one that can be seen, or tasted, or touched, or heard; the other un-
seen to the eyes of the flesh. There is, however, some kind of rela-
tion or significance between the two. A spoken word is a kind of 
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sacrament, because there is something material or audible about it; 
there is also something spiritual about it, namely, its meaning. A 
horse can hear a funny story just as well as a man. It is conceivable 
that the horse may even hear the words better than the man and at 
the end of the story the man may laugh. but the horse 
will never give a horse laugh. The reason is that the horse gets only 
the material side of the “sacrament,” namely, the sound; but the 
man gets the invisible or the spiritual side, namely, the meaning. 
 
A handshake is a kind of sacrament, because there is something 
seen and felt, namely, the clasping of hands; but there is something 
mysterious and unseen, namely, the communication of friendship. 
A kiss is a kind of sacrament: the physical side of it is present if 
one kisses one's own hand, but the spiritual side of it is missing 
because there is no sign of affection for another. One of the rea-
sons why a stolen kiss is often resented is that it is not sacramental; 
it has the carnal side without a spiritual side; that is, the willing-
ness to exchange a mark of esteem or affection… 
 
In a world without a divine sense of humor, architecture loses 
decoration and people lose courtesy in their relationships with one 
another. 
 
Two errors can mar our understanding of the natural world: one is 
to cut off entirely from Almighty God; the other is to confound it 
substantially with Him. In the first instance, we have the clock 
without the clock maker, the painting with-out the artist, the verse 
without the poet. In the second instance, we . In the second in-
stance, we have the forger and the forged rolled into one, the melt-
ing and the fusing of the murderer and the victim, the boiling of 
the cook and his dinner. Atheism cuts off creation from its Crea-
tor; pantheism identifies nature with God. The true notion is that 
the material universe is a sign or an indication of what God is. We 
look at the purity of the snowflake and we see something of the 
goodness of God. The world is full of poetry: it is sin which turns it 
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into prose. 
 
 
What the Sacraments Bring to Man 
 
The sacraments bring divine life or grace. Christ's reason for taking 
upon Himself a human nature was to pay for sin by death on the 
cross and to bring us a higher life: "I have come so that they may 
have life, and have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). But, it may 
be said, that man already has life. Indeed he does; he has a biologi-
cal, physiological life. He once had a higher divine life which he 
lost. Christ came to bring that life back to man. This higher life 
which is divine, distinct from the human, is called grace, because it 
is gratis or a free gift of God. 
 
Two tadpoles at the bottom of a pond were one day discussing the 
problem of existence. One said to the other, "I think I will stick my 
head out to see if there is anything else in the world." The other 
tadpole said, "Don't be silly, do you think there is anything else in 
this world besides water?" So those who live the natural life ignore 
the beauty of the higher life of grace. 
 
Man may live at three different levels: the sensate, the intellectual, 
and the divine. These may be likened to a three-story house. The 
sensate level, or the first floor, represents those who deny any other 
reality except the pleasures that come from the flesh. Their house 
is rather poorly furnished and is capable of giving intermittent 
thrills which quickly dry up. The occupant of this first floor is not 
interested in being told of higher levels of existence; in fact, he may 
even deny their existence. 
 
On the second floor, there is the intellectual level of existence, that 
of the scientist, the historian, the journalist, the humanist; the 
man who has brought to a peak all of the powers of human reason 
and human will. This is a much more comfortable kind of exis-
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tence, and far more satisfying to the human spirit. Those on the 
second floor may think their floor is "a closed universe," regarding 
as superstitious those who desire a higher form of life. 
 
But there is actually a third floor which is the floor of grace by 
which the human heart is illumined by truths which reason cannot 
know; by which the will is strengthened by a power quite beyond 
all psychological aids, and the heart is entranced with the love 
which never fails; which gives a peace that cannot be found on the 
two lower levels. 
 
There is light outside the window, but it is up to man to open the 
blinds. 
 
 
The Seven Conditions of Life 
 
The physical or the natural life requires seven conditions, five of 
which refer to the person as an individual, and the other two as a 
member of society. The five conditions of leading an individual life 
are: (1) In order to live, one must obviously be born; (2) He must 
nourish himself, for he who does not eat shall not live; (3) He must 
grow to maturity, throwing away the things of the child, and as-
sume the responsibilities of adult life; (4) In case he is wounded, he  

must have his wounds bound and healed; and (5) In case he has 
disease (for a disease is very different from a wound), the traces of 
the disease must be driven out. As a member of society two further 
conditions are required: (1) He must live under government and 
justice in human relationships, and (2) He is called to propagate 
the human species. 
 
Over and above this human life, there is the divine Christ-life. The 
seven conditions of leading a personal Christ-life are the following: 
(1) We must be spiritually born to it, and that is the Sacrament of 
Baptism; (2) We must nourish the divine life in the soul, which is 
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the Eucharist; (3) We must grow to spiritual maturity and assume 
full responsibilities as members of the spiritual army of the 
Church, which is Confirmation; (4) We must heal the wounds of 
sin, which is Penance; (5) We must drive out the traces of the dis-
eases of sin, which is the Anointing of the Sick; (6) We must live 
under the spiritual government of the Church, which is Holy Or-
ders; (7) We must prolong and propagate the Kingdom of God on 
earth, which is Matrimony. 
 
Every sacrament has an outward or visible sign; for example, in 
Baptism it is water, in the Eucharist it is bread and wine. But the 
sacrament also has a form or formula, or words of spiritual signifi-
cance given to the matter when it is conferred. Three things then 
are absolutely required for a sacrament: (1) Its institution by 
Christ; (2) An outward sign; and (3) The power of conferring the 
grace or divine life purchased for us by the Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of Christ. 
 

from These Are the Sacraments 
by Fulton J. Sheen 

(New York: Hawthorn Books, Inc., 1962 and widely available online)  
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The problem of sin: facing our 
inclinations. 

 
From An Outline of the Faith, in the  
Book of Common Prayer: 
 
Q.  What does it mean to be created in the   
 image of God? 
 

A.  It means that we are free to make  choices:  
 to love, to create, to reason,  and to live in 
 harmony with creation and with God. 
 
Q.  Why then do we live apart from God and 

 out of harmony with creation? 
 

A.  From the beginning, human beings have 
 misused their freedom and made wrong  

 choices. 
 
Q.  Why do we not use our freedom as we 

 should? 
 

A. Because we rebel against God, and we put 
ourselves in the place of God. 
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Q.  What is sin? 
 

A.  Sin is the seeking of our own will instead of  
 the will of God, thus distorting our relation- 
 ship with God, with other people, and with 
 all of creation. 
 
Q.  What is redemption? 
 

A. Redemption is the act of God which sets us 
 free from the power of evil, sin, and death. 
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Good News!  
God has made a plan. 

 
From An Outline of the Faith, in the Book of  
Common Prayer: 

 

Q.  What help is there for us? 
 

A. Our help is in God. 
 
Q. What is the great importance of Jesus’ suffer-
 ing and death? 
 

A. By his obedience, even to suffering and
 death, Jesus made the offering which we 
 could not make; in him we are freed from 
 the power of sin and reconciled to God. 
 
Q.  How can we share in his victory over sin,  
 suffering, and death? 
 

A.  We share in his victory when we are baptized 
 into the New Covenant and  become living
 members of Christ. 

 
Q. What is the New Covenant? 
 

A.  The New Covenant is the new relationship 
 with God given by Jesus Christ, the Messiah, 
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 to the apostles, and through them, to all 
 who believe in him. 
 
It’s not about us. It’s about Him.  God offers us free-
dom from sin and its effects through his Son, Jesus 
Christ. We cannot earn this gift through right living 
(“works”) or even doing religious things. Salvation is a 
free gift that we receive the moment we put our trust in 
him as our Savior and receive him as Lord. 
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It’s in the water. 
 
 Cleansing: spiritual washing from original sin 
 

 Death and resurrection 
 

 Separation from “the world” 
 
Other symbols used in baptism: 
 

 The Paschal candle 
 

 The white robe 
 

 Chrism 
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Getting ready to speak up. 
 
From the Book of Common Prayer, p. 298: 
 

 Holy Baptism is appropriately administered 
within the Eucharist as the chief service on a 
Sunday or other feast. 

 

 Each candidate for Holy Baptism is to be spon-
sored by one or more baptized persons. 

 

 Sponsors of adults and older children present 
their candidates and thereby signify their en-
dorsement of the candidates and their inten-
tion to support them by prayer and example in 
their Christian life. 

 

 Sponsors of infants, commonly called godpar-
ents, present their candidates, make promises 
in their own names, and also take vows on be-
half of their candidates. 

 

 It is fitting that parents be included among 
godparents of their own children. Parents and 
godparents are to be instructed in the meaning 
of Baptism, in their duties to help the new 
Christians grow in the knowledge and love of 
God, and in their responsibilities as members 
of his Church. 
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The promises we make. 
 
From the examination of the candidates in the 
Book of Common Prayer, p. 302: 
 
Question Do you renounce Satan and all  
  the spiritual forces of wickedness  
  that rebel against God? 
 

Answer I renounce them.* 
 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers  
  of this world which corrupt and  
  destroy the creatures of God? 
 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires 
  that draw you from the love of 
  God? 
 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and  
  accept him as your Savior? 
 

Answer I do. 
 

Question Do you put your whole trust in  
  his grace and love? 
 

Answer I do. 
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Question Do you promise to follow and obey 
  him as your Lord? 
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More promises we make. 
 
From The Baptismal Covenant in The Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 304: 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son 
  of God? 
 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
  our Lord.  
     He was conceived by the power of  
   the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified,  
   died and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
         and is seated at the right hand  
    of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the  
   living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostle’s teaching, 
  and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
  and in the prayers? 
 

People  I will with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and 
  whenever you fall into sin, repent and  
  return to the Lord? 
 

People  I will with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example  
  the Good News of God in Christ? 
 

People  I will with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you seek to serve Christ in all persons, 
  loving your neighbor as yourself? 
 

People  I will with God’s help? 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among  
  all people, and respect the dignity of every 
  human being? 
 

People  I will with God’s help. 
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The promise  
the Church makes. 

 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your 
power to support these persons in their life in 
Christ? 
 
People We will. 
 
 

The Church’s obligations: 
 

 Spiritual Counsel 
 

 Love and nurturance 
 

 Teaching 
 

 Environment 
 

 Safety 
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The gift of life. 

 
It wasn’t that long ago that you were mired in that old stag-
nant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn’t know the 
first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your 
lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. 
 

We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when 
we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a wonder 
God didn’t lose his temper and so away with the whole lot 
of us. 
 

He took our sin-dead lives and 
made us alive in Christ. He did 
all this on his own, with no help 
from us!...Now God has us 
where he wants us, with all the 
time in the world and the next 
to shower grace and kindness upon us in Jesus Christ… 
 

All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift 
from start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, 
we’d probably go around bragging that we’d done the whole 
thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does 
both the making and the saving.  
 

He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the 
work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to 
do…   Ephesians 2.1-10 (The Message bible) 
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The life of faith and the matter 
of purpose. 

 
Parents and godparents help their children find 

purpose. 
 

If you want to know the meaning of your life, you 
must ask God. He is the one who made you. 

 

Real happiness comes from understanding your 
purpose. The rest are just substitutes. 

 

Acquiring possessions 
Experiencing pleasure 
Gaining prestige and power 
Finding meaningful relationships 
 

God has revealed his purpose for us in His Word, 
the Bible.  

 
 

Reflecting God’s nature…He made them male and fe-
male. God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce!...Take 
charge! 
 

Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us 
in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be 
made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he de-
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cided to adopt us through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure 
he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into 
the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his 
beloved Son.  Ephesians 1.4-6 (The Message Bible) 
 
It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we 
are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and 
got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs for 
us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is 
working out in everything and everyone. Ephesians 1.11-
12 (The Message Bible) 
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3  

DISCIPLESHIP 
You were created to become like Christ. 

2  

FELLOWSHIP 
You were formed for God’s family. 

1  

WORSHIP 
You were planned for God’s pleasure. 

Try these on for size. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Worship is expressing our love for  God 
and we bask in his pleasure. 

Through Word and Sacrament, 
God gives us himself – strength for the journey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship is experiencing life together  
with with other Christians.  

The church family is where we learn to practice unselfish, 
sympathetic love.  

We grow faster and stronger by learning from each other and 
being accountable to each other.  

Our church family is eternal. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Discipleship is allowing ourselves to be transformed by the 
Truth of God’s word. As disciples, we develop holy habits 

that will instruct us. We cooperate with the Holy  
Spirit as we are transformed by temptation and trouble. 
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4  

MINISTRY 
You were shaped for serving God. 

5  

EVANGELISM 
You were made for a mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministry is using what God gives us 
 to make a difference. 

Each Christian possesses a unique combination 
of spiritual gifts, “heart” or passion, aptitudes and abilities, 

and life experiences that are to be put to use in service 
to God and to his creatures 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evangelism is sharing the good news of Jesus Christ 
to the least, the lost, and the last. 

It is our highest privilege and sacred trust. 
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The matter of time. 
 
Life is the time we are given to decide what is im-
portant to us. What we do in this life determines 
the life we will live in eternity. 
 
Be careful then how you live -- not as unwise but as 
wise, making the most of every opportunity, because 
the days are evil.* Therefore do not be foolish, but un-
derstand what the Lord’s will is.  Ephesians 5.15-17 
(NIV)  
 
For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes 
his own master when he dies. For if we have life, we 
are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the 
Lord. 
So then, whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord’s pos-
session. 

 –From the Book of  
Common Prayer, p. 491 

 
 

*The days are evil not    
  because they are bad, but   
  because they are limited.   
  All will die, and none gets 
  to choose when or how. 
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A note to fathers. 
 
 75% of all children of believers become Chris-

tians when BOTH parents actively practice 
their faith. 
 

 Nearly 75% of all children of all children of 
believers become Christians when ONLY the 
FATHER practices the faith. 
 

 25% of all children of believers become Chris-
tians when ONLY the MOTHER actively 
practices her faith. 

 
 

The Bible gives this advice (no, command!): 
 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD 
alone. You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in 
your heart. 
 

Recite them to your children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are away, when 
you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign 
on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your fore-
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head, and write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6.4-9 
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A prayer  
for those being baptized. 

 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the 
Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your ser-
vants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to 
the new life of grace. 
 

Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.   
 

Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and 
to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your 
works. Amen. 
 

Book of Common Prayer, p. 
308 
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Notes 
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Notes and Instructions 
for the Day of the Baptism. 

 
 You may sit in the first few rows. 
 

 Come up when the Celebrant says, “The candi-
dates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

 If more than one person is being baptized, they 
are presented individually. Everyone will an-
swer the questions together. 

 

 Bring your bulletin (or prayer book) with you 
when you come forward. 

 

 Follow the cross to the font. 
 

 You may bring a photographer as long as they 
are respectful of the worship service (which 
means staying off to the side) and allow for the 
congregation to witness the baptism.  Posed 
shots may be taken after the service. 

 

 Don’t worry, but enjoy your baptism.  We can 
give you directions as we go along if needed. 

 
Baptism Date: _________________ 

at the ____ o’clock service 
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